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! Behavioral Objective: Identify and discuss 
the incentives and characteristic moments 
of the Age of Exploration 

! CCS: Standard #2 – Understanding the 
root causes of the Exploration of the New 
World 

! Key Questions: 



Standards etc. 

! Key Questions: 
! What Economic, Political and Social 

causes lead to the “discovery of the New 
World?” 

! Key Vocabulary: 
! East Indies 
! Commercial Revolution 
! West Indies 



Age of Exploration 

! FYI 
! 12/7/1941 – 12/7/2011 
! This is the 70th Anniversary of the 

Bombing of Peal Harbor 
! Consider that even if you were an 18 year 

old serving in the military at this time…you 
would be 88 today. 

! WWII Survivors now are in their late 80’s 
and early 90’s, and are dying at a rate of 
1000 per day.. 



Age of Exploration 

! Explorers begin to examine and attempt 
new trade routes to find faster passages to 
the East Indies 



Link to the Renaissance and 
Reformation 

! How can you link these events with the 
courageous spirit of the Age of 
Exploration? 



Causes of Exploration 

! Increased desire for money and profits. 
We need new sources of wealth in 
Europe. 



Causes of Exploration 

! Desire to Spread Christianity to new areas 
n  Crusades 
n  Plague 
n  Ottomans take over 1453 
n  Protestant Reformation 





Discussion Question 

! Where do new sources of wealth come 
from? What are they? 



Spices 

! Europeans had little experience and knowledge 
of spice previously.  

! Once exposed the demand for spices increased 
across Europe.  



Trading for Spices 

! Spices came from Asia, mainly India and 
the East Indies.  



Map of East Indies 



Why Spices? 

! Demand for the goods became greater 
than the supply 

 
 



Spice Merchants 

!  Made huge profits due to the demand and 
availability of the spices.  



Spice Control 

! Muslim traders gained spices from India 
and the East Indies 

! They traded with Italian Merchants who 
would mark up the price and sell to 
Western Europe  



Map of Eurasia 



Example 

! Example:  
n  Muslims buy cinnamon for $20 and sell to the 

Italians for $50.  
n  Italians buy for $50, charge Western 

Europeans $80.  
 



Issue 

! France, Portugal, Spain, and England get 
fed up with the high prices and decided to 
get the spices directly themselves.  



Cutting out the Middle Man 



We’ll get there ourselves 

! Map 



Results 

! The Age of Exploration: Exploring routes to get 
to Asia from Western Europe 

! Renaissance gives us courage to do new things 



Goal 2: Spread Christianity 



Spreading the Faith 

! We can’t beat the Muslims physically but 
we can gain more Christians  



1517: Increased desire for 
conversion 

! Martin Luther and the Protestant 
Reformation push a Catholic desire to win 
converts across the globe 



Portugal Leads the Way 

! Vasco De Gama travels along the coast of 
Africa and sets up trading posts along the 
way 





Vasco de Gama 

He reaches India and finds spices, silk, and 
gems.  

 



Profit! 

! De Gama’s cargo was worth 60 times the 
cost of their trip. 

! Portugal now has a direct trade route to 
India 



Spain gets jealous 

! Competition between European countries 
increases and the success as profits in 
Portugal role in.  



Discussion Issue 

! Spain needs an explorer, who just might 
apply for the job? 



Christopher Columbus 

! Italian Explorer who is convinced there is a 
faster way to get to the East Indies. 

! Why not Italy? 



Columbus 

! If we travel west from Europe, we will pop 
up in Asia. This is faster then going around 
Africa. 



Everyone is going east, lets go 
west 



Oops 

! Columbus encounters land that he thinks 
is the East Indies. He calls the people 
there Los Indios.  



Christopher Columbus 

Changes the world with 
his discovery of land 
in the west.  

 
European countries 

flock to the new land 
to seek resources, 
influence, and control.  





Effects of Columbus 

! European explorers flock to the new land 
and bring:  
n  Disease 
n  Weapons 
n  Culture/food 
n  A desire for money 



Mixed Feelings 

! How do you take control of territory that 
does not belong to you initially? 



Dutch East India Company 

! 1581: Dutch declare 
independence and 
begin trading.  

 
! Dutch East India 

Company: Gain 
dominance of the 
Indian Ocean trade 


