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Point of View

Historical Background: Driven by a quest for quicker trade routes to the East Indies, advances in navigational technology and a sprit of exploration driven by Renaissance Humanism, Spain encountered massive and established civilizations in present day Mexico and South America. Known as “The Encounter”, this clash of cultures would change the future of both the New World and The Old. 

Understanding what “happened” can sometimes depend on who or what you read.

Here is an excerpt from a letter written by Hernan Cortez, conquistador of the Aztec, servant of Charles I, King of Spain.


“I attacked another place, which was so large that it contained, according to an examination that I caused to be made, more than twenty thousand houses. As I came upon it by surprise, the inhabitants rushed unarmed into the streets, the women and children being in a state of nudity, and we had begun to attack them when I discovered that they made no resistance, and certain of their leaders came to beg that I would stop hostilities, as they were desirous of becoming the vassals of your Highness and my allies. 
They confessed that they had done wrong in not having before placed confidence in me, but declared that henceforth I should see them willing to execute whatever I commanded in your Majesty’s name, as your true and faithful liege subjects. Immediately there joined me more than four thousand persons unarmed, and at a fountain outside of the town they brought us an abundance of provisions. 


Thus I left them in peace and returned to our camp, where I found the people who had remained very much alarmed, imagining that I had encountered great danger, in consequence of the return of the horses the night before. But when informed of the victory which it had pleased God to grant us, and that we had made friends of so many of the inhabitants, they were greatly rejoiced.”


Classwork Assignment: 

On the back of this paper, do these two things:

1. Write one paragraph where you explain to a reader what happened in the passage, based on what you read. Just focus on events.
2. Write a second paragraph where you explain how this passage, which was written by a conqueror, a conquistador, has language, and a tone, that shows how a source can affect how you interpret history.
a. Use specific words or phrases to support your point.
