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➢ Thematic Essay: What were the responses of the Roman Catholic 

Church to the 16th century challenges posed by the Lutheran 
Reformation ? 

➢ Critical Trigger Words:  Responses ( C.C reaction/ What did they 
do?). Challenges (Discuss what they were). Lutheran Reformation 
(Major threat to C.C/ Why?) 

➢ Two step Direction Phrase: Briefly discuss how the Lutheran 
Reformation was a threat to the Catholic Church; what were the issues 
they had and how did it challenge the C.C. Focus afterwards on how the 
C.C responded; did they address the problem or made any type of 
reform ? Name check the Council of Trent, Jesuits 
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BP: The issues 
posed by the 

Lutheran . R that 
the C.C addressed

NF: How did the 
C.C respond to the 

Lutheran . R ? 
(Counter 

Reformation)

D.R: Focus on the 
Council of Trent 
and the Jesuits



! Prior to the 16th century the Roman Catholic Church had major 
influence throughout Europe. It was the largest landowner, exempt from 
all taxes, and was considered the richest institution. However, the selling 
of indulgences and church offices led many people to believe that the 
Church was corrupted. John Wycliffe, and Jan Hus inspired reformers 
such as Martin Luther to lead a reformation that would challenge the 
authority of the Catholic Church. Left with no other option but to 
address the issues Luther brought to light, the Catholic Church 
responded with the Council of Trent, in which purpose was to not only 
go against Protestantism but to reform the Catholic Church from within. 
In addition the Jesuits would be the leading force of the Counter 
Reformation for they would be the ones that would reestablish the 
Church’s power and influence in Europe. 
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BODY ONE
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! Many Europeans were disgusted with the corruption in the Catholic Church, and wanted something 
new that would serve their religious needs. People were starting to disagree with the traditions that 
the Church created, such as having popes and transubstantiation. The Lutheran Reformation was a 
relief to those who wanted change; it was one of the first major force that challenge the Church’s 
authority. Martin Luther, the leader of this movement and the author of the 95 theses was against 
the Catholic Church sacraments. He rejected the idea of grace and its necessity for salvation and he 
accused the Catholic Church of creating these ideas to better control its believers by giving them a 
heightened sense of reliance on the Church. This angered the Roman Catholics and forced them to 
seek reform if they were going to be able to handle the Protestants.  
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anything ?  Did it 
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BODY TWO 

! The Lutheran Reformation had posed such a huge threat to the Catholic 
Church that they could on longer remain silent. Pope Paul III initiated the 
Council of Trent, this was their attempt to not only make changes but 
address the issues that Martin Luther believed was corrupting the 
Church. The Council proved to be conservative for it only reaffirmed 
Catholic teachings and most of the sacraments. However, it effectively 
issued rules to eliminate the abuses of the Church, such as the 
indulgences for alms, and improved the quality of the bishops and 
priests. The Council of Trent accomplished a wide range of doctrine 
changes including condemnation of Protestantism and the affirmation 
that the Church's interpretation of the Bible was the one true version.
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was responsible for 
this success. Why ?



BODY THREE

! The Council of Trent wasn’t the only response by the Catholic 
Church to handle Protestantism . The one that had the most impact 
was The Society of Jesus better known as the Jesuits. They became 
the leading force during the Counter Reformation, by reestablishing 
the Church’s authority and spreading the Catholic beliefs all across 
Europe. Ignatius Loyola was the founder of the Jesuits and is 
mostly responsible for its success. He was committed, energetic, 
purposeful and was a capable organizer. The Jesuits was organized 
along military lines and represented the autocratic zeal of that time. 
The members were carefully selected, endured rigorous training, 
and were disciplined. The Jesuits were a huge group and because of 
this was able to travel over the world to gain new converts in the 
New Worlds. 
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Ahead

 Recap on how  the 
Council of Trent 
and the Jesuits 

impacted Europe

Roman Catholicism 
regained its lost 

prestige and could 
now stand against the 
challenges of different 

variety of 
Protestantism.

Catholic Church 
ideas were 

challenged as a 
result



CONCLUSION

! To some extent the Counter Reformation can be seen as both a 
failure and a success. Although the Council of Trent and the 
Jesuits allowed the Roman Catholic Church to regain some of 
their prestige and authority, they were still unable in many places 
to convince people who were now Protestants to convert back to 
Catholicism. This might have been the beginning of Roman 
Catholicism gradually losing its power and influence in Europe 
especially during the Enlightenment where thoughts and 
rationality began to challenge the validity of the Catholic belief. 


