
Answers to the essay questions are to be written in the separate essay booklet.

In developing your answer to Part II, be sure to keep these general definitions in mind:

(a) discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and
argument; to present in some detail”

(b) evaluate means to “examine and judge the significance, worth, or condition of; to
determine the value of ”

Part II

THEMATIC ESSAY QUESTION

Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs addressing the task
below, and a conclusion.

Theme: Change [Political Events]

Twentieth-century political events have had positive and negative effects
on global history.

Task:

Identify two 20th-century political events and for each
• Discuss the historical circumstances surrounding the event
• Evaluate the extent to which this event has had a positive or a negative

effect on global history

You may use any major political event from your study of global history.  Some suggestions
you might wish to consider include Lenin’s establishment of a Communist government in
Russia, rise of totalitarian governments in Europe, Ho Chi Minh’s unification of Vietnam
against imperialism, increasing support for Islamic fundamentalism in the Middle East, Mao
Zedong’s Cultural Revolution in China, the dismantling of the Berlin Wall, development of
nuclear weapons in India and Pakistan, and Nelson Mandela’s opposition to apartheid in South
Africa.

You are not limited to these suggestions.

Do not use United States events in your answer, although the discussion 
of positive or negative effects may involve the role of the United States.

Guidelines:

In your essay, be sure to:
• Develop all aspects of the task
• Support the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details
• Use a logical and clear plan of organization, including an introduction and a conclusion

that are beyond a simple restatement of the theme
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