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1. Explain how each of the following were the pillars of the Spanish Empire:

a. Wealth from the new World

b. Increased Population

c. Efficient Bureaucratic structure and Military

d. Mediterranean Supremacy

2. What specific Reforms did Cardinal Grenville attempt to enact in the Spanish Netherlands (in the place of Philip II.) How were these reforms both of a political and religious nature?

3. What individuals mounted resistance to Grenville’s reforms?

4. What events resulted from Philip II’s insistence on enforcing the stringent catholic guidelines detailed by the Council of Trent?

5. Explain how the terms “Council of Troubles” and 
Council of Blood” reflect the fact that History is a matter of perspective.

6. Describe the economic results of the Duke of Alba’s presence in the Netherlands. How did the Netherlands really become two armed camps, at odds with each other?

7. Describe two specific military measures taken by William of Orange against Spain.

8. How did the “Spanish Fury” have unintended (negative) consequences for the Spanish? (Pacification of Ghent)

9. Explain what the Union of Arras and the Union of Utrecht were.

10. How did Philip II unsuccessfully split his military campaigns between the Spanish Netherlands and England?
11. Explain how Mary I’s marital, political and religious actions placed England in turmoil. What happened to her?

12. Elizabeth I is often held up as the archetypal “Politique”. Explain how the following showed her desire to steer a middle course between the religious factions in England.

a. The Act of Supremacy

b. Revision of the Book of Common Prayer

c. The 39 articles

13. What forces within England were working against Elizabeth?

14. Why was Mary Queen of Scots seen as a more legitimate successor to the throne than Elizabeth I?

15. The Puritans (England’s version of conservative Calvinists) had two major grievances against the Anglican Church, and Elizabeth I. What were they, and be sure to paraphrase.

16. Explain how Elizabeth I’s dealings with the Congregationalists reflected her intolerance with religious extremists.

17. Describe three events that displayed a growing deterioration of the relations between the Spanish and the English.

18. Describe Mary Queen of Scot’s familial background. How did Mary reflect a “do as is said, not as I do” attitude concerning Catholic worship in a Protestant Country?

19. Describe the “soap opera like” scandal that forced Mary to leave Scotland and seek refuge in England.

20. Explain the plot making, and eventual fall of Mary under the reign of her half-sister, Elizabeth I.



