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The French Revolution

Chapter Template: 557 - 567: (Up to the “Reign of Terror”)
Here are some big ideas connected with this section:

1. As France, under the leadership of National Constituent Assembly, moves toward a constitution, we will see that eve in the midst of a revolution, there will remain inherent prejudices concerning who should be able to participate in this new government and those who cannot.
2. We will see swings between outright attacks on the Ancien Regime, as seen in the confiscation of Church Lands and the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, and inherent prejudices toward the working poor/poor as displayed by classification of Active and Passive Citizens and the prohibition of workers organizations.

3. A critical thing to realize is that, as these changes are occurring, the rest of Europe, and many within France, are shocked at these Revolutionary changes, and the threat they pose to Monarchies all over Europe.

a. Counter-Revolutionaries sought to support Louis XVI and have him regain his former Monarchical power.

b. Powers outside of France, Austria, Prussia, Russia and Great Britain will ally against the revolutionary government in France.

i. Keep in mind that Marie Antoinette was the sister of the King of Austria.

ii. The Declaration of Pilnitz reflects how radical the changes that have taken place in France were.

4. We shift now to the second phase of the Revolution, and the concept is simple: within the revolution, we see a split among the Legislative Assembly, among those who wish to maintain the Constitutional Monarchy, and those who are looking to move to a more Republican ideal and that would mean an end to the Monarchy, as well and end to the Monarch.

a. The break within the Jacobins, who were a political club dominating the legislative assembly and were great proponents of Rousseau and sought popular sovereignty and civic virtue, existed along these lines:
i. Girondists were both at the forefront of waging war with Austria, but at the same time they saw war as preserving the Revolution

ii. Radicals in Paris will form “The Commune”, which sought to preserve the Revolution, will lead to storming the King’s palace, and massacres in the streets of Paris.

iii. Radicals will make use of working class and artisans in Paris, known as sans-culottes, as a growing popular resistance to the last days of the Monarchy. 

5. The execution of the King in 1793, as well as the increased calls for an end of the revolution, lead from England by Edmund Burke, will take the revolution into its most Radical Phase, the Reign of Terror.

6. We will also revisit the partitioning of Poland, and look at it with different eyes from the “French Revolutionary” perspective.             

   
Questions:
1. Explain how the following laws passed by the legislative Assembly reflected a seeming prejudice against both the Urban and working poor:

a. Active and Passive Citizens

b. Worker organizations forbidden

2. Explain how the following represented the Revolutionary governments’ stance against the power of the Catholic Church:

a. Confiscation of Church Lands

b. Assignats

c. Civil constitution of the Clergy

3. Explain how the following showed Counterrevolutionary activity.

a. Émigrés
b. Flight to Varennes

c. Declaration of Pilnitz

We shift to the Legislative Assembly, none of whom could be holdovers from the National Constituent Assembly 
4. Explain who the Jacobins were, and then provide the ideological stance of a segment of the Jacobins, the Girondists. Be sure to detail their Declaration of War, and the reasons behind it.

5. Detail how the following represented a shift in Revolutionary ideals and a rise in more radical, more violent behavior:

a. The Paris Commune

b. The September Massacres

c. Battle of Valmy

6. Detail who the Sans-Culottes were, and how they represented a new focus in the Revolution

a. Who were the “Mountain” and how did they relate to the Sans-Culottes?


Document Analysis: Burke Denounces The Extreme Measures Of The French Revolution. 
Two paragraphs reflecting what Burke considers most damaging and most dangerous about the radical path of the French Revolution.    
