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Here are some big ideas connected with this section:
1. The Congress of Vienna will have two primary Goals:

a. To put Europe “back together” again after the changes of the Napoleonic Empire. This will involve some critical territorial adjustments considering the Napoleonic conquests.
b. To establish a cooperative environment among the European powers and move forward with conservative agenda and a “Concert of Europe”

2. All is not over after the abdication of Napoleon, and the re-establishment of a Bourbon monarchy in 1814. His “Hundred Days”, and the eventual defeat at Waterloo is the final end of the Revolutionary era.

3. We then have to consider the degree to which the Congress has been able to re-establish the pre-1789 Ancien Regime, in a climate where the concept of Nationalism has already been spread by napoleon’s army and in reaction to their conquest.

4. We now move to a fascinating period of time in European history, and that is the period known as Romanticism. Romanticism will be displayed in many different facets of European Society:

a. Both Rousseau and Emmanuel Kant will propose interesting views on the concept of Education as well as a new way to view reason, and Man’s interconnected life as we look at the Kant’s “Categorical Imperative.”

b. Romantic Literature will represent a new shift in the areas of both poetry and verse.

i. We will take a look the great poets Wordsworth, Keats, and Shelly.

c. German Romantic philosophers will present a clear aspect of nationalism, as well as a new way to examine the concept of history and human development.

d. Another aspect of Romanticism revival of the mysticism, spirituality and Gothic architecture that was prevalent during the Middle Ages. We can see this as a clear reaction against the Rationalism and Deism of the Enlightenment.

i. As a result, there is a new look at the role that nature plays in society, as well as new views toward religion.

1. Methodism will be the clearest example of a new direction in spirituality.

e. With German nationalists, we will see a particularly critical aspect of the Romanticism as it applies to Culture and History.

i. Herder’s belief in the organic, emotional foundations of any people will lead to a clear sense, in the years to come, of what it is to be “German.”

ii. Hegel will produce a critical look at History, and the relationship that each era has to the one that preceded it.

f. Lastly, in our continuing look toward the East, how does the Romantic Movement view Islam and the Middle East?

i. Revival of the Christianity in the Medieval Era will take a particularly harsh look toward Islam.

ii. Yet, there were also positive views toward Islam by Europeans from the important role Islam played in history to the actual positive impact that Napoleon had as he both liberated Egypt from the Ottoman’s and the astounding discovery of the “Rosetta Stone” by one of his soldiers.

Discussion Questions:
1. List and describe three territorial settlement agreed upon at the Congress of Vienna, and how they represented a return to normalcy for the conservative powers of Europe.
2. After the defeat of Napoleon, after his Hundred days and Waterloo, Describe three critical goals that the Quadruple Alliance as they intended to re-establish the Conservative Order, a Balance of Power, in Europe.

a. What would be considered their greatest mistake?

3. Explain how Rousseau’s approach to Education represented an attack on the primacy of Reason.

4. Explain how Immanuel Kant’s “Categorical Imperative” presented the mysticism and focus on emotion and non-rational thought prevalent in the Romantic Period.

5. How does Methodism typify the emotions and mysticism of romanticism as opposed to the rationality of Deism and Enlightenment views on Religion?

6. Explain how the German Philosopher Gottfried von Herder helped to identify and promote the significance of German culture and History.

7. Explain Hegel’s theory on History and Historical Epochs.
8. Identify examples of European criticism of Islam as a result of a resurgence of the greatness of Medieval Christianity.

9. What was Napoleon’s incidental contribution to resurgence of Islam?  

Document Analysis: Hegel Explains The Role of Great Men In History: 

One paragraph on how Hegel’s description could be applied to Napoleon.   
