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Key ideas in this section:
1. The Revolutions of 1848 – What were they about? Who were the people involved? Who were they revolting against? What were the results?

2. Key point – there is no connection between this period of revolution and the publication of the Communist Manifesto? There will be Liberal and Nationalist tendencies to these revolts; however, despite the increasingly poor conditions of the poor, these will not be revolts of the masses. It will be political liberals, in many cases ignoring the status of the poor that will lead this challenge to the conservative order.

3. Role of Nationalism: We need to also consider the role that nationalism will play in these revolts. Remember, nationalist movements are a clear danger to dynasties and Empires. Add to that a growing sense of Nationalism from a Romantic sense (identity, culture, language) that will pose a threat to Austria’s Empire specifically.

4. Long-term impact of these revolutions? The conservatives hold power in all cases, but the critical move will be how the concept of Nationalism will shift from goals of identity, culture and heritage to those of unification through military and economic power.

5. 1848: Case studies in the Revolutions of 1848:
a. France: Monarchy will be challenged: (Louis Philippe’s abdication and the promise of a more liberal government, and eventually a coup de etat by another Napoleon (Louis Napoleon)
i. France will “sneeze” and the rest of Europe will catch the revolutionary “cold.”

b. Habsburg Empire (Austria). The challenge of the Hungarians, seeking a separate state, (lead by Louis Kossuth). *Remember the multicultural aspect of the empire?

i. Vienna will play other ethnic groups, threatened by the Hungarians, against the Hungarians, specifically the Czechs. 

1. This is a kind of divide and conquer attitude.

c. Italian States: (Remember there is no real Italy yet.) Big concept: Any gains by Italian States will weaken The Habsburgs (Northern States)

i. Big concept here is the concept of Romantic Republicanism: dreaming of a unified Italy based on common culture, history, language and a Roman Past.

ii. Mazzini and Garibaldi will lead this movement.  What makes Italian states stronger makes the Habsburgs weaker.

iii. Further, France will not want to have a unified Italy, because of the possible threat to their security.

d. Prussia: Monarch in charge, Frederick William IV will try and suppress revolutionary stirrings, and we will see the formation of the Frankfurt Parliament, which will be in the middle of two key controversies:
i. Liberals in the Parliament were calling for a Constitution, but also supported liberal economics, rather than protecting the lives and salaries of workers and guild members.
ii. A second big issue was to include Austria in a unified German state, and their were two versions:
1. Grossdeutsch – include Austria
2. Kleindeutsch – do not include Austria.          


Discussion Points:
1. What were the long and short-term conditions leading to the Revolutions of 1848?


