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Big ideas in this section focus on the varied experiences and obstacles present in the lives of women in the second half of the 19th Century.
1. Despite the many changes that have taken place in relationship to modernization in Europe, there were still many obstacles present in the lives of women. These ranged from those generated by laws and customs, like property issues and education.

2. A second huge development in the latter half of the nineteenth century were the new employment opportunities and patterns (what jobs are they likely to take.) This is a very complex section because it deals with everything from some women being able to leave the labor force, others whose employment changes based on new industry, and in an extreme example, the proliferation of prostitution.

3. We discussed the growth of the Middle Class in the previous section, and this continues in this part of the chapter, focusing on Middle Class Women and the “Cult of Domesticity.” Further, many middle class women will become active I charitable organizations, which is a very important development.

4. Lastly, focus on the rise of Political Feminism, in Great Britain predominately, will signal a clear impact in the desire for the one-half of the population to begin to fight for the rights simply given to Men.

5. A final section which might seem a bit dos connected, is the very important issue, and seeming dichotomy, of Jewish Emancipation happening at the same time that there is a rise of anti-Semitism in Europe.  
 

Discussion Topics
1. What were the factors hampering Women socially, and what was the impact of these?
2. What new employment opportunities for were available for Women during this time?
3. Summarize the so-called ”Cult of Domesticity”
4. Explain the growth and importance of the participation of Women in the sector of Charitable Activities in European cities.
5. Profile the rise of Political Feminism in West Europe:
a. Where is it most prevalent

b. What were the key issues?

c. What was the degree of its militancy?

6. Explain the degree to which Jews were being accepted into European society.

a. What opportunities were now available to them?


