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Formatting the Introduction

Here is an actual DBQ question:


Directions: Read the documents in Part A and answer the questions after each document. Then read the directions for Part B. and write your essay.

Historical Context:

“Throughout history, societies have held different viewpoints on government decision making and the role of citizens in this decision making process. The decision-making process can range from absolute control to democracy.”
Task:

Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history and geography, write an essay in which you: 

· Compare and contrast the different viewpoints societies have held about the process of governmental decision making and about the role of citizens in the political decision making process.

· Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of a political system that is under the absolute control of a single individual or a few individuals, or a political system that is a democracy.

*Be sure to include specific historical details. You must also include additional information from your knowledge of global history and geography.


*Here is my sample intro, which is a re-working of the historical context, as well as a direction statement (thesis) for my reader to follow:
· Italics is my reworking of the historical context…my big picture statement

· The bold section demonstrates my knowledge of the scope of the documents that have been provided. It shows that I understand the major groups of documents represented. 

· The Underlined section is my direction statement, my thesis. Here I provide the reader with the understanding that I know what is expected of me.
“One enduring issue in global studies has been the various views that societies have had in reference to how decisions are made in Government, and what role “the people” have played in these decisions. More specifically, we have witnessed societies that have used absolute measures and others that had relied on democracies. By examining and discussing the documents provided, it can be demonstrated that different views have always existed concerning the role of government, and that there are clear advantages and disadvantages to particular types of government, whether they be absolute or democratic.”  
Sample Body Paragraph
“Unfortunately, almost all of the governmental systems that we have studies in global history have been undemocratic. Before the twentieth century, the people have been universally excluded from the decision making processes of the rule of law, and those in power have dictated all policy to their subjects. Documents 1 through 3 support the view that rulers are to dictate policy to the people, who are to follow without question. In document one, we can plainly see that the Code of Hammurabi was established to keep order, and was not voted on. Further, in Document two, Justinian, the legendary leader of the Byzantine Empire, followed a similar path toward establishing control among his people. Even when we look at seventeenth century France, just a hundred years before the American Revolution,  we can see Bishop Bossuet’s belief in the power of the divine right of kings displayed clearly in document three. Kings, as Bossuet points out, are the representatives of God on earth, and must be respected as such. In each case, we have a leader, not an elected official, using the power of their office to establish the rule of law for the people. As we move toward a more participatory form of government, beginning with the writings of John Locke, we see a major shift in the relationship between the people and those that govern them.”
