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In developing your answer to Part III, be sure to keep this general definition in mind:



discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and
argument; to present in some detail”



Part III



DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION



This question is based on the accompanying documents.  It is designed to test your ability to work
with historical documents. Some of the documents have been edited for the purposes of the
question.  As you analyze the documents, take into account the source of each document and any
point of view that may be presented in the document.



Historical Context:



Throughout history, conquests have led to political, economic, and social changes in
specific societies. Groups such as the Mongols, the Spanish, and the French have
brought many changes to conquered areas.



Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history,
answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the
questions will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to



Select two of the groups mentioned in the historical context and for each
• Discuss the political, economic, and/or social changes that resulted from the



conquest



NAME __________________________________________    SCHOOL ________________________
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Document 7



7 Based on this map, state one political impact of Napoleon’s conquests in Europe.  [1]



____________________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________________
Score



Source: Peiser and Serber, Our World, AMSCO (adapted)
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Document 8



. . . Even in places such as Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and Illyria, where the Code
[Napoléon] did not outlive the Empire, it made a strong imprint on the civil laws of the region.
Abolition of the Code brought such confusion and chaos in certain countries that they returned
to it. In the Italian peninsula, for example, the Two Sicilies in 1812 and Parma, Modena, and
Sardinia later adopted codes derived from the Code Napoléon. The code of the Kingdom of
Italy, adopted in 1864, likewise had its source in the Napoleonic Code. The Belgians, who were
incorporated in the Kingdom of the Netherlands from 1815 to 1830, fought so strongly for the
Napoleonic Code that, even after they had broken away, Holland in 1838 adopted a code based
on Napoleon’s.



The Code Napoléon so impressed governments, even those which did not adopt it, that the
19th century became the great century of legal codification. In addition to the countries
mentioned above, Austria, Portugal, Spain, Germany, and Turkey all adopted civil codes. But
that of Napoleon easily predominates in the civil-law, as opposed to common-law, world. . . .



The Code contributed greatly to Napoleon’s achievement of helping France turn away from
the past. It cemented the ideas of freedom of person and of contract (including the right to enter
any occupation), equality of all Frenchmen, and freedom of civil society from ecclesiastical
[religious] control. As the first truly modern code of laws, the Code Napoléon for the first time
in modern history gave a nation a unified system of law applicable to all citizens without
distinction. By providing uniformity of laws it further promoted the national unity fostered by
the Revolution. Its entire outlook gave a further impulse to the rise of the bourgeoisie. A
threatened disintegration of the family under the Convention and Directory was sharply halted,
and the family once again became the most important social institution. . . .



Source: Robert B. Holtman, The Napoleonic Revolution, J.B. Lippincott



8 Based on this document, identify two changes brought about by the Code Napoléon.  [2]



(1)____________________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________________



(2)____________________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________________



Score



Score
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Document 9



. . . The plans and ambitions of Napoleon Bonaparte, however, did inspire the Latin Americans,
although hardly in a way Napoleon expected.  The French dictator invaded Spain in 1808, forced
the king to abdicate [give up the throne], and presented the Spanish crown to his brother Joseph.
At a stroke, Spanish America became part of the Bonaparte family empire.  (A few months
earlier, Napoleon had invaded Portugal, and the Portuguese royal family had fled to its colony of
Brazil.)



Spanish Americans reacted sharply against this French usurper.  They refused to accept Joseph
Bonaparte as their king, affirmed [declared] their loyalty to the Spanish House of Bourbon, and
seized control of their local governments.  But almost from the beginning, the rebellion against
Napoleon turned into a revolution for complete independence.  There could be no turning back
to the old system. . . .



Source: Robert J. Alexander, Latin America, Scholastic Book Services



9 According to this document, what effect did Napoleon’s invasion of Spain have on Latin America?  [1]



____________________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________________
Score











