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Task:

While economic and social changes have occurred throughout history, certain time
periods have seen great changes. These time periods include the Middle Ages, the
Industrial Revolution in England, and the Age of Globalization.

Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of global history,
answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the
questions will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to

Choose two time periods mentioned in the historical context and for each
* Describe the economic and/or social changes that occurred during that time

period

* Discuss an impact of a change on society or on a specific group of people
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The manorial system, widespread in the West from Charlemagne’s time onward, was not at first
favorable to the development of agriculture and commerce. Manors tended to be self-sufficient;
the economy was closed. People lived in their small world, in constant fear of the strange world
beyond, from which came only evil. The best they could hope for was to endure; and they
endured.

In the eleventh and following centuries things took a turn for the better. Life became more
stable; population increased; new lands were brought under cultivation and old lands rendered
[made] more productive. New agricultural techniques were introduced. The power of legumes
[nitrogen-fixing plants] to nourish and revive exhausted soils was recognized, and the science of
manuring developed—marl [lime-rich mud] and ashes being employed in combination with
animal manures. The quality of herds was improved by selection and crossbreeding. Flowing
water was put to work, operating gristmills and providing power for forges. Windmills whirled on
plains and uplands, and men even attempted, with some success, to construct tidal mills. . . .

Source: Morris Bishop, The Middle Ages, Houghton Mifflin

1 According to Morris Bishop, what are two changes that occurred during the medieval period? [2]

(1)
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... Then, just as the Crusaders had been inspired at least in part by commercial motives, those
200 years of constant coming and going between East and West obviously gave trade a
tremendous boost. Merchants, studying the itineraries [routes] of the cross-bearers [crusaders]
who paved the way, discovered the most direct routes between eastern Mediterranean ports and
the heart of Europe. Venice was a particularly active port of entry for goods imported from the
Middle East and India. From there the goods traveled a well established route through the
Brenner Pass, up the Rhine to Brussels and then north to the Baltic Sea. Many a town which lies
along this course owes its existence to a brisk demand for exotic wares from the East by medieval
Europeans. . . .

Source: “Legacy of the Crusades,” Aramco World

2 According to this excerpt from “Legacy of the Crusades,” what is one economic change brought about by
the Crusades during the medieval period? [1]

Score

Document 3

... In a word, Europe was turning from a developing into a developed region. The growth of
industry meant the growth of cities, which in the eleventh and twelfth centuries began to
abandon their old roles of military headquarters and administrative centers as they filled with the
life of commerce and industry. Some, like Genoa, once Roman villages, mushroomed, while
others, like Venice, appeared out of nowhere. Still others, calling themselves simply “New City”
(Villanova, Villeneuve, Neustadt), were founded by progressive rulers. Instead of growing
haphazardly, they were built on a plan, typically a grid pattern with a central square, church, and
market buildings. Beginning in tenth-century Italy, businessmen and craftsmen in many cities
established what they called “communes,” declaring themselves free men who owed allegiance
only to a sovereign who collected taxes but otherwise left them alone. Astute lords granted
charters exempting city dwellers from feudal obligations—"so that my friends and subjects, the
inhabitants of my town of Binarville, stay more willing there,” sensibly explained one lord. Under
the rubric “Free air makes free men,” even serfs were declared emancipated if they maintained
themselves in a city for a year and a day. . . .

Source: Frances & Joseph Gies, Cathedral, Forge, and Water Wheel:
Technology and Invention in the Middle Ages, Harper Perennial (adapted)

3 According to Frances and Joseph Gies, what was one impact of the growth of European cities on medieval
European societies? [1]
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