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Task:

Throughout history, governments have sometimes attempted to control the
thoughts and actions of their people. Three such governments include Russia
under the rule of Peter the Great, Germany under the rule of Adolf Hitler,
and China under the rule of Mao Zedong. The efforts of these governments
greatly affected their societies.

Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of global history,
answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the
questions will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to

Choose two governments mentioned in the historical context and for each
* Describe the efforts of the government to control the thoughts and/or actions
of its people

* Discuss an impact of this government’s efforts on its society
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... On the night of May 10, 1933, thousands of Nazi students, along with many professors,
stormed universities, libraries, and bookstores in thirty cities throughout Germany. They
removed hundreds of thousands of books and cast them onto bonfires. In Berlin alone, more
than twenty thousand books were burned. The book burnings were part of a calculated effort
to “purify” German culture. Since April 12, the Nazi German Student Association had been
purging libraries, working from lists of books deemed “un-German.” The authors of some of the
books were Jews, but most were not. . . .

Source: Michael Berenbaum, The World Must Know: The History of the Holocaust
as Told in the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Little, Brown and Co.

4a According to Michael Berenbaum, what was one way the Nazi Party attempted to control the thoughts of
the German people? [1]

Score
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... The Hitler Youth movement was formed for the express purpose of creating loyal subjects
to the state. By 1935, over three million boys and girls aged 10 and older were enrolled. “We
were born to die for Germany” was one of their popular slogans. In addition to a strenuous
physical fitness program, they received training in the use of weapons and heard lectures on
Nazi ideology.

Source: Chartock and Spencer eds., Can It Happen Again?, Black Dog & Leventhal

4b According to the editors of Can It Happen Again?, what was one method used by the Nazi Party to influence
the thinking of the young people of Germany? [1]

Score
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In this excerpt Horst Kriiger, a German author and prisoner of war, describes his reaction to reading a
newspaper account of Hitlers death. He is reflecting on the state of the press while Hitler was in power.

... When I first began to read the newspapers, he was already in power. I knew nothing but a
subservient [obedient], bellicose [hostile], boastful press. I always felt it was a proven fact that
Hitler had also conquered and occupied the German language, and my parents had always told
me, “What you read in the papers isn’t true, but you musn'’t say so. Outside, you must always
act as if you believe everything.” The German language and lies had become one and the same
thing to me. Home was the only place where you could speak the truth. What you read in the
papers was always a lie, but you weren't allowed to say so. And now I was holding a newspaper
that was in German and that did not lie. How was it possible? How could language and truth
coincide? How did it happen that you could believe something you saw in print? It was the first
free German paper of my life. . . .

Source: Horst Kriiger, A Crack in The Wall: Growing Up Under Hitler, Ruth Hein, tr.,
Fromm International Publishing Corporation

5 According to Horst Kriiger, what was one impact of the Nazi government on German society? [1]

Score











