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In developing your answer to Part III, be sure to keep this general definition in mind:



discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and
argument; to present in some detail”



Part III



DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION



This question is based on the accompanying documents. It is designed to test your ability to work
with historical documents. Some of the documents have been edited for the purposes of the
question. As you analyze the documents, take into account the source of each document and any
point of view that may be presented in the document.



Historical Context:



Throughout history, many different reasons for wars exist. These wars have led to
both expected and unexpected outcomes.



Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history,
answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the
questions will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to



• Discuss the economic, social, and/or political reasons for wars
• Discuss the expected outcomes and the unexpected outcomes of wars



NAME __________________________________________    SCHOOL ________________________
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Part A



Short-Answer Questions



Directions: Analyze the documents and answer the short-answer questions that follow each document in the
space provided.



Document 1



. . . Though the great princes were apt to remain aloof, western knights responded readily to the
appeal of the holy war.  Their motives were in part genuinely religious.  They were ashamed to
continue fighting amongst themselves; they wanted to fight for the Cross.  But there was also a
land-hunger to incite them, especially in northern France, where the practice of primogeniture
[eldest son inherited all] was being established.  As a lord grew unwilling to divide his property
and its offices, now beginning to be concentrated round a stone-built castle, his younger sons had
to seek their fortunes elsewhere.  There was a general restlessness and taste for adventure in the
knightly class in France, most marked among the Normans, who were only a few generations
removed from nomadic freebooters.  The opportunity for combining Christian duty with the
acquisition of land in a southern climate was very attractive.  The Church had reason to be
pleased with the progress of the movement.  Could it not be applied also to the eastern frontier
of Christendom? . . .



Source: Steven Runciman, A History of the Crusades, Cambridge University Press, 1951



1 According to this document, state one reason European knights and soldiers joined the Crusades.   [1]



____________________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________________
Score
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Document 2



. . . One positive, undisputed result of the Crusades was a greatly expanded knowledge of
geography gained by the West.  With the coming of such vast hordes of invaders from all points
of Europe, the veil of the “mysterious East” had been lifted for good. . . .



The Arab builders learned much about military masonry from the Crusaders who had brought
this knowledge from Normandy and Italy.  In constructing the famed Citadel of Cairo, Saladin
had taken some of the features of Crusaders’ castles he had observed up and down the Levant
[lands of the Eastern Mediterranean]. Then, when the great cathedrals of Europe began to rise
in a somewhat later period, their builders installed windows of stained glass made with a
technique which had originated with the ancient Phoenicians of Syria and passed along by
Syrian Arabs to Europeans living in the East. . . .



From a purely military point of view, the Crusades must be written off as a failure for the
West, because, after changing hands so many times, the territory comprising the Christian
Kingdom of Jerusalem reverted [returned] to the Moslems [Muslims] for good. But during that
two-century struggle between East and West, it is plain now that each side made major
contributions to the culture of the other. That vast interchange let in a few rays of light over a
darkened Europe, and removed for good the wall of ignorance that had always existed between
Europe and Asia. . . .



Source: “Legacy of the Crusades,” Aramco World, VII, May 1956



2a According to this document, what was one positive, unexpected outcome of the Crusades on Western
civilization?   [1]



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



b According to this document, what was one positive, unexpected outcome of the Crusades on Muslim
[Moslem] civilization?   [1]



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



c Based on this document, state one reason the West was disappointed with the outcome of the
Crusades.   [1]



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



Score



Score



Score











