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Galileo Renounces his Beliefs in 1633. 
 
The Roman Catholic Church put Galileo on trial, in 1633, because he continued to 
promote the idea that the Sun was the center of the Universe, (Heliocentrism) and that the 
earth was “simply” one of the planets revolving around it. This trial occurred at a time 
when the Catholic Church was fighting back, literally, against Protestantism, and 
heretics, (proposing notions like Heliocentrism) were regularly burned alive as 
punishment.  
 
Here, Galileo, (made to kneel before the Pope and other Church officials), does what we 
might think would be surprising: he takes back all he has learned and proposed about 
Heliocentrism. Galileo will be sentenced to house arrest for the rest of his life, and will 
gradually lose his eyesight; he lives out his days, blind, after having made his name with 
his vision and intelligence. 
 
***It is reported that as Galileo was taken away by the guards, he pointed to the sky (the 
planets and stars) and said to the guards, “And yet, they still move.” 
 

Galileo Recants his Beliefs. June 22nd, 1633 
 
(1) “I, Galileo, son of the late Vincenzo Galilei, Florentine, aged seventy years, arraigned 
personally before this tribunal, and kneeling before you, Most Eminent and Reverend 
Lord Cardinals, Inquisitors-General against heretical depravity throughout the entire 
Christian commonwealth, having before my eyes and touching with my hands, the Holy 
Gospels, swear that I have always believed, do believe, and by God's help will in the 
future believe, all that is held, preached, and taught by the Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church.”  
 
(2) “...I must altogether abandon the false opinion that the sun is the center of the world 
and immovable, and that the earth is not the center of the world, and moves, and that I 
must not hold, defend, or teach in any way whatsoever, verbally or in writing, the said 
false doctrine, and after it had been notified to me that the said doctrine was contrary to 
Holy Scripture.”  
 
(3) “I have been pronounced by the Holy Office to be vehemently suspected of heresy, 
that is to say, of having held and believed that the Sun is the center of the world and 
immovable, and that the earth is not the center and moves.”   

(4) “With sincere heart and unfeigned faith I abjure (take back), curse, and detest the 
aforesaid errors and heresies, and generally every other error, heresy, and sect whatsoever 
contrary to the said Holy Church, and I swear that in the future I will never again say or 
assert, verbally or in writing, anything that might furnish occasion for a similar suspicion 
regarding me; but that should I know any heretic, or person suspected of heresy, I will 



denounce him to this Holy Office, or to the Inquisitor or Ordinary of the place where I 
may be.  

(5) “Further, I swear and promise to fulfill and observe in their integrity all penances that 
have been, or that shall be, imposed upon me by this Holy Office. And, in the event of 
my contravening (going against) any of these my promises and oaths, I submit myself to 
all the pains and penalties imposed and promulgated in the sacred canons and other 
constitutions, general and particular, against such delinquents. So help me God, and these 
His Holy Gospels, which I touch with my hands.”   

(6) “I, the said Galileo Galilei, have abjured, sworn, promised, and bound myself as 
above; and in witness of the truth thereof I have with my own hand subscribed the present 
document of my abjuration, and recited it word for word at Rome, in the Convent of 
Minerva, this twenty-second day of June, 1633.”   

Source:  Giorgio de Santillana, The Crime of Galileo (University of Chicago Press 
1955), pp. 312-313. 

 
 
Heretical – ideas against the Church 
Depravity – acting in a non-religious manner 
Vehemently – very seriously 
Unfeigned – not faked or made up 
Promulgated – made known 
Canons – religious laws 
Abjuration – to take back an idea   
 

Homework #3: 
 

1. What does Galileo swear to in paragraph #1? 
 

2. Provide a quote from paragraph #2 that supports your answer from 
paragraph #1 

 
3. In paragraph #3, what has the church accused Galileo of doing? 

 
4. In paragraph #4, what does Galileo further agree to do? 

 
5. In paragraph #5, what else does Galileo agree to do? 

 
Final Paragraph: how does this document reflect the conflict between Reason and Faith 
during the scientific revolution, and how would Galileo’s quote “And yet, they still move” 
might explain his agreement with the Catholic Church. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


