
Thematic Essay: Analyze two factors that account for the rise, and two 
factors that explain the decline of Witchcraft persecution in Europe 1580-
1750.

Critical Trigger Words: Analyze (Dig Deeper). TWO (ALWAYS pay 
attention to numbers). Rise and Decline (Causes and Effects). Factors 
(Characteristics/Explanation). 1580-1750 (Remain within these borders).

Two Step Direction Phrase: Focus on the details concerning the entire 
time period of witchcraft. Make sure to include how it started, the reason 
for persecution (for what?, by whom?), all while relating each element to 
the stepping stones of the Scientific Revolution.

Kayla Duhaney, Group #5: 2002 Exam 



Introduction 

The Rise and 
Fall Of the 
Witch Hunts 
in Europe

 Big Picture: Pre-Witches 
-Opposition by the 
church to new science 
mixed with concepts of 
religion 
-During this time period, 
sin, death, and the devil 
preoccupied the 
Europeans.

Narrow Focus: Development 
-Witches inflicted harm  on their 
neighbors.
-Popular belief in magical power 
was the essential foundation.
-Female dominated. 
-Many women were fueled by 
the misogynistic attitude of men. 

Direction: Witches hunts posed 
great threat to the Catholic 
Church. 
-Witch Hunts were increasingly 
popular all over Europe 
however their reign came to an 
end when scientific reason was 
born. 



Introduction 
● In the European Society, as we go from the traditional aspects of the Ancien Regime. 

We have now stumbled upon the new aspects of Science and Mathematics. This was 
important during these times because Science and reasoning became the number one 
answer to many unanswered questions. The Scientific Revolution was a time period in 
which many science experiments and societies were created and conducted to make 
sense of the environment and most importantly the teachings of Catholicism. Roman 
Catholicism plays a huge role in the Scientific Revolution acting as it’s number one 
opposer. Many of the findings in Science were in fact, against the Catholic teachings. 
This made people antagonize Catholicism and rebel against the church which, at this 
time, preoccupied Europeans with more evil, sin, and death than ever before. Witches 
can be described a female dominated cult of people which held within them some sort of 
magical powers to either inflict harm on people or “heal” people of their sicknesses. The 
antagonism caused by the witches against the Catholic church caused them to be an 
easy target for persecution as they look to manipulating church magic into their own. 



Body Paragraph One: Who were the Witches?

Two Factors 
concerning 
the rise of 
Witch Hunts. 

BP: Village Origins. 
Witches were people 
who were engaged in 
diabolical witchcraft 
living among village 
societies. 

NF: Continuing the 
Superstition.
 
TWO factors: 
1. Science vs. Religion 
2. Faith vs. Reason
 

Dir: Why were women 
made the target of the 
hunters? 
Women who dominated the 
witch position often had no 
sense of security or male 
figure. 



Body Paragraph One 
Witch hunts were conducted by the Catholic in search of eliminating any type of opposing force or 
antagonism towards the beliefs of the church. Witches lived in small village societies that were 
developed along the outskirts of the city. The villages consisted of women who were respected and 
honored in their namesake for their magical abilities to keep away calamities from the area and to 
purify the lives of the people. Some witches used their “powers” for good and most used their 
demonic abilities for harm against others. How did these witches come about in the first place? It is 
said by many that the European land has always been a place of corruption, and before the 
existence of God to their knowledge, those were the practices put in place to ensure their prosperity. 
As for right now, the push and pull factors of Science versus reasoning has played a big part in the 
uprising in the Witchcraft Scare of Europe (1580-1680). Thanks to the work of Early Modern 
Scientist, Isaac Newton, the natural philosophy has become more popular throughout this time. To 
understand nature was to understand the Creator of it. Science and religious faith were not 
compatible. To believe in something you can’t see wouldn’t be rational but, faith is what takes religion 
one step further. Witches are born upon the same concepts, they perform magic and then receive a 
result of security amongst themselves since they had no one to depend on. Most of the witches were 
widowed and old midwives who both hated men and for their own safety and security resorted to 
devil worshipping to keep themselves protected.



Body Paragraph Two: Why Persecution?

BP: The rise of 
the persecution of 
Witches.

NF: 1.The Roman Catholic 
Church declared church 
magic was the true and only 
magic to be practiced. 
2. Witches were hunted 
because of the threat they 
posed against the Church. Dir: The Church 

aimed to 
consolidate their 
authority over every 
village and town 
among the lands. 



Body Paragraph Two
There are various reasons why Catholics may have settled to hunting and burning these 
people. Women were hunted because maybe they had a conspiracy against women or 
simply because of the threat that the posed toward the church. The Catholic church 
resorted to hunting and burning these women because they believed that any magic 
conducted outside of the church was done on behalf of the devil. The church needed a 
route to extend it’s spiritual hegemony money therefore they resorted to attacking the 
accused witches. The facts concerning Catholicism were immutable and they were 
headstrong in declaring that the only magic to be pursued in all of Europe was that of 
Church magic. They believed that turning bread into actual flesh and wine into actual 
blood, was the gift given from the special power of God and that was the only power to 
be practiced. Just like the reformation and the Council of Trent, the Church was going to 
fight back against any threat and refuse to accept any other reviews or tips from 
Protestants. The Catholic church persecuted witches in order to consolidate their power 
using religion meanwhile demonstrating their influence over the political realm as well. 
Catholics had absolute spiritual and political authority over all of the inhabitants. 



Body Paragraph Three



Body Paragraph Three
The decline of witch persecution can be a result of a more scientific point of view. 
As more research was done, scientist were able to come up with more answers to 
unanswered question and more magical theories into realities. They came to the 
conclusion that the “witches curse” were just simple words used to scare people 
but the curse was unreal. With major advances in medicine and biology, scientist 
were able to come up with cures for diseases and remedies for sickness faster than 
ever. Insurance companies were also put into effect as well, ensuring the safety of 
people whenever there was any type of natural disaster. Witch hunts started to 
become out of hand and then eventually the persecutions of witches were stopped. 
There was no further reason to persecute them if it is already proven that their 
“magic” isn’t really magical. 



Conclusion

Looking 
Ahead. 

BP: End Of 
Hunts and 
Enlightenment 



Conclusion
The persecution of witches were brought to end with the advances of Science. The Witch hunts were 
a particular time in Europe than caused a scare all over the country. Looking ahead, the Scientific 
Revolution brought on the more relaxed ideas of the Enlightenment. 


