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● Thematic Essay: Discuss the political and social 
consequences of the Protestant Reformation in the first half 
of the sixteenth century. 

!
● Critical Trigger Words: Discuss (argue using facts). 

consequences(effects/impacts) of reformation 
(Protestantism) first half of the sixteenth century 
(1500-1550) 

!
● Two Step Direction Phrase: focus on how the 

educational system is changing as a result of the 
reformation, the changing roles of women and the growing 
power of monarchs
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Introduction:

● The reforms led by Martin Luther whose original 
intentions were to reform the corrupted roman 
catholic church, resulted in a split in the church and a 
growing acceptance of Protestantism. Although the 
reformation was a religious movement, it had 
numerous and profound social and political 
consequences, including a better and well- structured 
education, more or less rights for women and more 
political independence for princes, such as Henry 
VIII, to determine the religion of their kingdoms 
(cius regio, eius religio).
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Body One:

● As the belief that all a person had to do to obtain sola fide 
was reading the Bible grew, so did importance on education. 
Protestant Reformers broadened the base of people being 
educated as Martin Luther advocated that all children (boys 
and girls) should opportunity of an education provided by 
the state. He also stressed the idea of the bible being 
translated into local languages and read by local, common 
educated people. As he highlighted this, catholic nations 
began to place increasing importance on education and 
change, in their turn, certain practices. Also many 
protestants believed that women too should read the bible 
which helped to expand education for women.  



Body Two
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Body Two

● As education was undergoing a dramatic change, so did 
women's rights. One social impact on them was that 
becoming nun or staying in convent was removed as a 
religious role of women.  Though they could preach and gain 
certain rights of divorce as well as education, the reformers 
preached that their natural sphere was domestic not public. 
Women should remain subordinate to their husbands, or 
their fathers and master the bible and their religion in order 
to later institute the children. Sacraments and other 
religious practices were also introduced and witchcraft was 
progressively becoming a serious offense in the society. 



Body Three

Focus: cius regio, eius religio (Henry VIII of England)
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Body Three:

● Another important consequence of the Protestant Reformation and 
likely the most meaningful in function of politics was the increase in 
power of the princes over religion. The ruler of a land would simply 
determine its religion, (cius regio, eius religio) To exemplify, in England 
Henry VIII issued the Act of Supremacy to make himself head of the 
Catholic Church, not the pope. He had no religious or spiritual 
purpose for that sudden decision than to divorce his wife Catherine 
of Aragon and marry his mistress, Anne Boleyn in order to get a male 
heir. The religion, itself, looked Catholic, but sounded Protestant. 
Nobles were bribed to follow this change by being given lands in 
England that had belonged to the Catholic Church.  Another example 
of rulers gaining rights over religion are territorial princes whom 
during the Peace of Augsburg, catholic Holy Roman Emperor, 
Charles V,  allowed to chose their own religion in their land since he 
had other concerns.
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Conclusion

● The Reformation had greatly reduced the influence of the Church 
on politics and the social order of the day. People had more than 
one religion to choose from and they also began to question 
certain doctrines within the church. However, the roman catholic 
church could not just crossed their arms and watch their power 
diminish gradually without reacting. In contrary, they attempted 
a response, the counter-reformation, in which they tried to 
suppress the influence and growing power of Protestantism by 
revising and reaffirming certain doctrines within the church. The 
protestant reformation also paved a way for scientific and 
enlightenment thinkers to challenge diverse beliefs that the 
church previously imposed and to come up with new and more 
rational views of the world.



Miscellaneous:

● Essay is really a three-step process: 
● Show how education was stressed and impacted by 

the reformation 
● Demonstrate the change in roles of women and the 

sphere of domesticity 
● The growing political power of princes over religion 

as an effect of the protestant reformation


