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Part II

Thematic Essay
Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs explaining your position, 
and a conclusion.

Theme: Belief Systems

Throughout history members of different religions have acted to bring people together
. Members of these same religions have also acted to divide people and cause conflict.

Task: 
From your study of global history and geography, choose two
 religions.

For each 
religions:

· Describe 
two
 beliefs
 of the religion

· Explain how 
members of the religion, at a specific time and place, acted either
 to unify society or
 to cause conflict in society.

You may use any example from your study of global history and geography. Some suggestions you might want to consider include: Judaism in the Middle East, Hinduism in India, Roman Catholicism in Latin America, Islam in Iran, Protestantism in Western Europe, animism in Africa, Shintoism in Japan, and Buddhism in Southeast Asia
. You are not limited to these suggestions.


Breakdown Strategy. Five things you must focus on, always!

1. Understand the Theme. 

2. What is the question asking you to do? (Do I have to take a position?)

3. What are the key buzzwords in the question?

4. How can I manipulate the question to form my introduction?

5. What is my purpose?

Let’s look at the question again.

Directions: They will always be the same: reminding you to provide an introduction, body paragraphs and some manner of conclusion

Buzz Words. We want to become absolutely familiar with these because they use the same ones over and over.

· Theme: Should be self-explanatory. This is the Global Theme that they will focus on.

· Task: What specific steps they want you to take. This is also where you should begin to image your paragraph breakdown 

· Two: means just that! Pay attention to number directions
· Each: No choice! Deal with all of them.

· Or: Gives you a choice.

· And: links things together.

· Positive: What is the upside of this theme?

· Negative: What is the down side of the theme?

· Effect: You must show, specifically, what has happened.

· Describe: List; give the specifics of something.

· Explain: Lets your audience know how something happened. 

· Show: Give an example of something.

· Discuss: Takes the previous three and combines them. (Your Commentary.)

OK So far…how about a strategy?

You will have five themes to “breakdown”

Remember that each theme essay question has the same format, so you will be “doing” the following the same method for each.

The essential difference will be the themes themselves.

Your task, for vacation, is to:

1. Write a full introduction, where you provide the "Big Picture" topic, the specific areas of the theme you will deal with, and the central focus of the essay 

2. You will write the topic sentence of each paragraph. (Two Body paragraphs minimum) 

3. You will bullet point three main points that you wish to make in each paragraph 

4. You will construct a closing sentence for each paragraph 

5. You will then write a conclusion.
Do this for each of the five thematic essays that are posted… 

First, how about some very common themes that the test makers use over and over

Global Themes:

Cultural Diffusion: This is the spreading of a language, belief, technology, food, governmental form,  or disease from one area to another. It does not always happen naturally, and a great example of this is the many global changes because of Imperialism. Think about the Spanish in Latin America, the British in India, the French and Germans in Africa.

Migration of People: This is the movement of people from one area to another. These movements can be cause by any number of factors. These factors can include war, famine, disease, poor economic conditions. You will also be asked for the effects of this migration on the people who moved and on the people who were “receiving” these migrants. The Irish Potato famine,  the mass migration to and from India after 1947,the Jewish Diaspora and the creation of Israel are three good examples.

Colonization and Empire Building: This theme stresses the factors need to build an Empire, and what it takes to maintain it. Included in this are the reasons for expansion, the policies against the people being invaded, and the long-term effects of these policies, and ultimately why a particular empire falls apart. Examples would be ancient Rome, the British Colonial Empire, and the Ottoman Empire.

Belief Systems. Here you are to be able to examine world religions. Usually you will have to be able to demonstrate knowledge of the belief system, (two things that they believe or follow) and then talk about the impact this belief system had on a particular area. You should also be able to know the time and place of this religion, a founding figure, and any major figures, texts or symbols connected with it. Examples would be Judaism in the Middle East, Hinduism in India, Roman Catholicism in Latin America, Islam in Iran, Protestantism in Western Europe, animism in Africa, Shintoism in Japan, and Buddhism in Southeast Asia

Economic Development. This traces the growth of various economic systems that we have studied. What they are looking for is a basic knowledge of various economic systems and their effect on a particular region. Mercantilism, and its effects on Latin America, and the command economy of Joseph Stalin and how it affected the Soviet Union are two common examples.

War: Pretty straightforward. This will focus on the long term and short term causes. Who were the parties involved. You may be asked to look at two or more wars and compare them in their causes and effects. You should be aware of time periods, and major figures involved. Rome vs. Carthage, WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam are a few of these.     
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