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Freidrich Nietzsche: “The Will to Power.”

Freidrich Nietzsche was an 19th century German Philosopher who is best known for the idea that a super Man, an “ubermensch” would be that person exists outside of the constraints of modern democracy, religion, morality and culture. Nietzsche felt that life was full of cruelty, injustice, uncertainty and absurdity. Further, he believed that:

· Modern industrial, bourgeois society made man decadent and feeble. 

· Man was a victim of the excessive development of the rational faculties at the expense of human will and instinct. 

· "Du sollst werden, der du bist," Nietzsche wrote: "You must become who you are." 

(1) The Will to Power, the desire for power, is the most fundamental stimulus to action.  All of the stimuli are only developments of this.  We are told that every living thing is supposed to be striving after happiness.  It is truer and more interesting to think of each of us striving for power.  "There is a striving for power, or rather an increase of power."  Pleasure is only a sign that power has been attained.  Pleasure is the awareness of a positive difference.  There is certainly striving for power, but pleasure actually follows when that which is really being striven for is attained.  Pleasure is an accompaniment to the Will to Power; it is not a motive.

(2) All driving force is the Will to Power.  There is no other physical or psychic force except this.  
However
 in our science, the concept of cause and effect has been reduced to merely the relation of the quality.  But this means that in our present scientific explanations there is no place for a real driving force.
  In science we observe only results in which everything must balance.
(3) It is a matter of experience that change never ceases.  However, our reason gives us no grounds for assuming that one change must follow upon another.  
On the contrary
, our reason convinces us 
that a condition once achieved would seem to be obliged to preserve itself.  But since change never ceases, there must have been a desire not to preserve itself and the cause.  They can be shown most clearly that every living thing does everything it can, not to preserve itself, but to become more.

(4) The Will to accumulate force is special to life, society, state, custom and authority.  Should we not also be permitted to assume this Will as a cause in chemistry, and in the cosmic order?  The only reality is the Will to grow stronger. The fundamental law of things is not self- preservation or the conservation of energy, as our science supposes, but the will to take, dominate, increase and grow stronger.

(5) Life, as the form of the most familiar to us, is specifically a Will to the accumulation of power.  All the processes of life depend upon us.  Life strives after a maximal feeling of power.  It is essentially a striving for more power.  All striving and desire is nothing more than this striving for power.

(6) If the innermost essence of being is the Will to Power, if pleasure is every increase of power, (and displeasure every failure to dominate or resist), one might ask if we should not rather assume pleasure and displeasure as the chief facts instead of the Will to Power?  Is Will possible without these two?  Remember, we can always ask who feels pleasure and who wants power?  But, this would be an absurd question if the essence itself were feelings of pleasure and displeasure instead of the Will to Power.  Opposites and obstacles are necessary for the Will to Power.  The possibility of failure must grow with the strength of the resistance that force seeks to master.  Since the force can only act on what resists it, there is necessarily an element of displeasure in every action.  However, this displeasure acts as a lure of life, and strengthens the Will to Power.

(7) It is not the satisfaction of the Will that causes pleasure but rather the Will’s forward thrust towards becoming master over that which stands in its way.  The feeling of pleasure lies precisely in the dissatisfaction of the Will.  In fact, the Will is never satisfied unless it has opponents and resistance.  "The happy man, the contented man, is the ideal of the herd animal."

(8) Growth is part of the concept of life.  Life must extend its power and consequently incorporates alien forces.  However, when drugged by the narcotic of morality, one speaks instead of an individual's right to defend himself.  One might, just as easily, speak of his right to attack.  For both, and attack more than defense, are necessary to every living thing.  Aggressive and defensive self-interests are not matters of choice or a right.  They are the necessities of life itself.  
(9) The same holds true whether one considers an individual or a society.  A society's right to punish others, or to defend itself, is improperly called a "right".  Rights are acquired through treaties. But self-protection and self-defense do not rest on the basis of the treaty.  These are not mere rights, but rest on the same basis as the other crucial needs of a society.  This is its need to conquer - its lust for power, whether by arms, trade, commerce or colonization.  It makes as much sense to call these needs "rights", as it would to view growth as a right.  A right to growth!  A society that definitely an instinctively abandons war and conquest, is in decline.  It is ripe for democracy and the rule of shopkeepers.


Homework #1: Document Analysis/Paragraph Breakdown. (Due Monday, March 23rd)

Step One:

For each paragraph: (you can bullet point these, as long as you use complete sentences...)

1. Write a theme statement that you feel expresses the main idea of the paragraph. This is not copying what Nietzsche has said; it is placing his ideas into your words. You can use key words that he utilizes, but do not simply copy statements that he has made. 

2. Choose, and include in your summary, a quote that you feel supports the theme statement that you have selected.

3. Write an original statement, question or observation based on the ideas(s) expressed in that paragraph.

It is critical that you express your ideas about what Nietzsche has stated. 


(Example:) 


Paragraph 5.

· Probably the most important point that Nietzsche makes in this paragraph is the belief that life is really nothing more than the accumulation of power.

· He states: “Life, in the form that is most familiar to us, is specifically a will to the accumulation of power.

· A question that occurs to me is that, if life is nothing more than the accumulation of power where does that leave people that only give of their time and money to help others? How are they “accumulating power”? Aren’t they really interested in giving power to others?

*And, no, you cannot use what I have written above!


Step Two
Two Paragraph Response: Focus: “The Big Picture”: Explain the document ‘s primary ideas to someone who has not read it.

***Fifty Point Assignment

�He has defnied what human “force” is...


�Change is coming up...


�“Will” is not broken down “scientifically


�He favors passion, not reason... 


�Change coming up...


�Again...the fallacy of Reason...


�No reason here...
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